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Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
I would like to begin with the most important statements: The German pet supplies market 

continued its positive growth trend in the last year. Furthermore, more and more pets are 

being kept in more and more households. Both these developments confirm the trend of re-

cent years. 

 

Our industry has grown further to reach almost EUR 5 billion. I do not wish to go into too 

much detail here, especially considering the numbers themselves are already known. 

 

With brick-and-mortar sales of ready-to-eat pet food at more than EUR 3 billion and brick-

and-mortar sales of supplies and accessories at nearly EUR 1 billion, the corresponding 

markets remain at high levels and have even grown a little. 

 

It was an especially good year for dog care products, with food sales growing by more than 2 

percent and sales of supplies and accessories growing by more than 5 percent. 

 

Total sales now also include online sales of nearly EUR 600 million. As before, this figure is 

based on the assessment of our experts in the industry and retail trade because this data is 

still not broken down by type of animal, unfortunately. That would be very desirable because 

I am convinced that online sales are only beginning to take off.  

 

The entire industry will therefore need to adapt to lasting changes in the purchasing behav-

iour of consumers, also with respect to our products including both pet food and accessories. 

 

The “wild bird food” segment is a prime example of how quickly the market can develop. With 

sales of almost EUR 100 million, this segment has become a very relevant part of the pet 

food market in the last few years and is now almost twice as big as the market for pet bird 

food. For this reason, we are presenting this product group separately this year for the first 

time.  

 

The pet population has grown as much as sales of pet food and supplies. 
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The growing number of dogs and cats kept as pets is a trend that has been in effect for many 

years, resulting in 300,000 more cats and 600,000 more dogs. 

 

But the fact that small animals – and even pet birds – have increased was not expected. In 

this segment, which includes dwarf rabbits, guinea pigs and other rodents, the increase of 

more than 1 million animals is especially remarkable – and the 700,000 newly added pet 

birds are also a positive development. 

 

It is still too early to speak of a trend reversal for these kinds of animals; for that we will need 

to wait one to two years. But for now, we are pleased with this thoroughly positive result. 

 

And the same goes for other pets: Aquariums and terrariums continue to do very well, having 

increased by 100,000. 

 

The main reason for these gains is the fact that pets are being kept in more and more 

households. Today, a pet can be found in nearly half of all households, as compared to only 

one third of households ten years ago. 

 

It is especially gratifying that two thirds of families with children keep pets. Evidently more 

and more parents are coming to the conclusion that scientists reached a long time ago, 

namely that living with animals is a good thing for children; this probably also explains the 

unexpected increase in the population of small animals. 

 

Another reason for this increase is the fact that nearly one third of all people who live alone– 

both young and old – have a pet today. That is 10 percent more than just 10 years ago.  

 

Whether they view them as family members, friends or playmates, more and more people 

evidently feel good in the presence of an animal. It helps them relax and they feel a strong 

connection with their pets and find it natural in the truest sense of the word to share their 

home with one or more animals.  

 

Science has thoroughly studied and proved this observation. Scientists have concluded that 

it is a natural human need, developed over thousands of years, to live together with animals. 

 

However, I would warn against drawing the conclusion that these motivations are enough to 

ensure that the pet population will continue to grow and that we in our industry have nothing 

to worry about in this respect. Despite all the natural needs for wanting to live with an animal, 

the basic conditions for pet ownership will not necessarily always be positive. 

 

We need to be conscious of the fact that not everyone is an animal lover who is truly inter-

ested in promoting pet ownership. Many players in politics, science, government agencies 

and numerous organisations who make statements on the subject of animals pursue other 

interests and set other priorities, including (for example) the initiative to require registration of 

cats, the limitation of exercise areas for dogs in cities and the adoption of pet-keeping re-

quirements for certain kinds of animals.  

 

What can and should we do? 

 

We should continue to clearly and vocally advocate pet ownership, backed by arguments 

and sound facts. 
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We should contribute our extensive and profound knowledge of all matters related to the 

feeding and keeping of pets to the discussion and demand that basic requirements for keep-

ing pets are adopted only after appropriate consideration. 

 

Most importantly, we and ZZF together should also exercise our role as supporters and ad-

vocates of pets and pet owners.  

 

I am very optimistic that we will be successful in this effort. That is because, in my opinion, 

we have the better arguments for living together with animals in a self-determined and re-

sponsible way. 

 

And so I am also optimistic that we will again be able to present positive numbers to you on 

the development of our industry in two years’ time. 

 

On that note, I wish you a good start to this year’s Interzoo.  


