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The 35th Interzoo has only just opened its doors, and it has already set new records. For 

the first time, some 2,000 exhibiting companies attend, covering more than 120,000 square 

metres of exhibition space. 

 

Moreover, 83 per cent of our exhibitors come from outside Germany, meaning international 

participation has also set a new record. 

 

We are especially pleased at how well distributed our growth has been. Out of the total of 

10 per cent growth for all exhibitors, Germany showed a gain of 7 per cent; our friends from 

other countries contributed an increase of 10,2 per cent. 

 

Europe total +9 per cent, non-EU countries +33 per cent 

South and Central America +11 per cent,  

Asia +14,3 per cent – China: +16 per cent, 

Total space: +12 per cent 

 

This year for the first time, Interzoo has been able to offer space in a pavilion sponsored by 

the Ministry of the Economy for young German companies (less than 10 years old) with not 

more than 50 employees and less than 10 million euros in annual revenues. The Ministry of 

the Economy will cover up to 60 per cent of the cost, thus supporting innovative young 

companies so they can present their products to a knowledgeable international public at the 

world’s biggest trade show for the industry. Twenty-one companies have taken advantage 

of the opportunity, and are presenting their products on a total of 370 square metres in hall 

3A. 
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We have also introduced several new event formats. In a Retail Tour yesterday, exhibitors 

were able to get a general picture of the German pet market and the pet products trade in 

Germany. 

 

Anybody who wants to find out more about the pet markets in the USA, China or Brazil is 

cordially welcome to attend the Interzoo Country Sessions on Wednesday and Thursday. 

And at noon today, there will be a discussion of sustainability in the pet industry – we’ll be 

telling you more about that later. 

 

Interzoo’s growth reflects the upbeat mood in the market; it is not at all a result of 

anticyclical practices by the exhibiting companies. 

 

The international range of products and services continues to grow: 

 

- Specialisation and formula optimisation in pet foods 

- Optimising the efficiency of food supplements 

- Snacks with additional benefits, more and more of them based on fresh meat 

- Dog tracer and finder systems that have become more reliable and easier to wear 

- One aspect for the future will certainly be the use of alternative resources for raw 

materials, such as insect protein – an area where development is only at the very 

beginnings. 

 

And that’s just a few examples. 

 

Overall, pet owners’ expectations of quality and manufacturers’ optimising their products 

are proving to be factors that boost one another to new levels. 

 

BARF – raw feeding – can now be considered an established niche field in Europe as well. 

However, experts (veterinarians and nutritionists) view it with some unease. As raw feeding 

of meat has spread, some diseases have been seen again in dogs that had not been 

observed in decades – including malformations in puppies. BARF feeding requires an 

elevated sense of responsibility from all involved – frozen meat suppliers, makers of food 

supplements, specialty shops and pet owners – in terms of quality, hygiene and the full 

physiological nutritional value of the composition of food rations. 

 

Many pet owners have gone over to BARF because they want to know exactly what they 

are feeding their pet.  

 

Quality animal feed makers are complying with that desire more and more by clearly stating 

their compositions, showing every ingredient used. 

 



3 
 

Interzoo 2018 Press Conference – Statement of Hans-Jochen Büngener, Chairman, Interzoo Committee 
3                                                                                                       

 

 

Internationally, we can see the beginnings of a change in the flows of goods. Where Asia 

used to be mainly a supplier for western manufacturers and importers (most notably for dog 

and cat toys and snacks), demand from Asia is now beginning to develop for premium and 

super-premium animal foods made in Europe for Asian brands and the market in Asia. 

It will be interesting to see whether this development becomes permanent. 

 

Allow me to take a few minutes more for a topic that is very important to me: 

 

The highest duty of the pet industry is to champion the welfare of our pets, who are 

entrusted to us and who enrich our lives. 

 

Here in Germany, protecting animals is of course assured by the constitution; nevertheless, 

wrongfully killing or injuring an animal counts as nothing more than property damage. In 

many cases protecting animals, as it is regulated today, amounts only to reducing suffering. 

Pet owners do more for their pets in any case than any legislator could ever regulate. And 

the pet industry, with its ZZF association, does that with its self-regulation and its 

contributions toward an uncomplicated, enjoyable coexistence between pets and people. 

 

What I am concerned about is that animal protection should also include the goal of 

animals’ well-being. That change in consciousness only began to evolve a relatively short 

time ago. In Germany, for example, it was only the amended Meat Inspection Regulation of 

1986 that banned the slaughter of dogs and cats – and that was a matter of hygiene, not of 

ethics. At that time, the regulation was renamed the Hygiene Regulation. 

 

However, as I see it, our industry’s obligation goes beyond that. Our pets can inspire 

something more and better in us – a respect for all our fellow creatures and our 

environment. 

 

The love of our pets, which our industry encourages and relies on for its own survival, must 

be an obligation for us, as the pet industry, to work for the preservation of our environment 

and for the well-being of all the animals that are entrusted to us. Love for animals cannot be 

compartmentalised, and mustn’t fail on questions of sustainability. 

 

Animal welfare and sustainability are two goals that must be a key factor in the pet 

industry’s actions and thinking. If this concept can come to occupy an even greater space in 

the awareness of all those who live thanks to our pets, for them and with them, then I will 

have no reason to worry about the happy coexistence of people and pets, and thus about 

the pet industry.  


