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Check against delivery 

Welcoming remarks by Norbert Holthenrich, President of the  

Zentralverband Zoologischer Fachbetriebe e.V.  

(German Pet Trade & Industry Association), 

at the Reception of the Free State of Bavaria and   

the Opening Ceremony of the 35th Interzoo 

 
Undersecretary Dr Hans Reichhart, 

Mayor Christian Vogel, 
Members of the Bundestag and the City Council,  
Presidents of the various associations, 
Members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
Dr Roland Fleck, 
Mr Peter Ottmann, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Guests, Exhibitors, and Friends of the pet industry,  

 

I would like to welcome you on behalf of the organizer of this trade show, the WZF and the 

industry sponsor, the ZZF – the German Pet Trade & Industry Association, to this kick-off 

event for Interzoo 2018. I want to extend a special word of thanks to the Free State of 

Bavaria and Bavarian Undersecretary of State Dr Hans Reichhart for hosting us in this 

festive setting at the Germanisches Nationalmuseum. Thank you so much for taking the 

time for this reception and opening of the world’s largest trade show for pet supplies.  

 

I am also very pleased that we have with us Christian Vogel, Deputy Mayor of the City of 

Nuremberg. Our trade show has enjoyed the warm hospitality of this city for decades now, 

and we treasure its good infrastructure and – to be personally quite honest with you – its 

delicious Franconian beer and Bavarian-Franconian cooking. 
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I also want to especially welcome Hans-Jochen Büngener, the Chairman of the Interzoo 

Exhibition Committee and Herbert Bollhöfer, CEO of WZF.  

 

I want as well to warmly welcome the team from NürnbergMesse, with its joint CEOs Dr 

Roland Fleck and Peter Ottmann. Did you know that this is the 3oth year that Interzoo has 

been held in Nuremberg? For all those years, you have always provided us with excellent 

support in conducting the trade show, and I want to thank you for that.  

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is not this anniversary alone that gives us good reason to celebrate. This year, the world’s 

leading trade show in the pet industry can offer new best records: for the first time we have 

some 2,000 exhibitors from some 70 countries; our booth space is completely booked up.  

 

The international pet industry has outdone itself, and this year is presenting a virtual 

fireworks display of new pet products on 120,000 square metres of exhibition space.  

 

Our industry is something special, because it has outstanding innovative potential and is 

constantly refining its products and services to keep up with the latest scientific knowledge. 

That is especially evident at the new pavilion for start-up companies, for which the German 

Ministry of the Economy has been generous enough to provide support. It’s also evident in 

the many country pavilions at Interzoo. And finally, it’s also clear at the booths of the 

companies who have been building themselves a name for years now with their professional 

solutions for pets.  

 

Let me say one thing quite clearly: without our dedicated exhibitors, Interzoo could not 

have become the attraction and the meeting platform it is today, one that benefits the 

entire pet industry worldwide. 

  

The show’s growth reflects the vigorous development of the international pet market. Last 

year, that market grew to more than 98 billion euros. Pet owners here in Germany spent 

some 4.8 billion euros on their pets last year.  

Together with this economic significance, we also take on a great responsibility for people, 

and for the pets who live in nearly one out of every two homes in Germany today.  

 

As I see it, acting responsibility should also include protecting nature and the environment. 

At this year’s Interzoo, you’ll see that manufacturers are taking the concept of conserving 

resources more and more seriously. Our trade show organiser, the WZF, would like to 

encourage these beginnings with an Interzoo Sustainability Initiative. We’ll be presenting 

that tomorrow for the first time at the press conference and at our sustainability 

conference.  
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But first and foremost, our task is to provide professionally for pets, and to advise pet 

owners. For that reason, as a professional association, we offer additional qualifications for 

pet and pet supply dealers. We are also deeply involved in education for pet owners.  

 

Animal protection is often a matter of changing people’s habits. A German politician 

recently told me that as a girl, she had kept a single budgie in a cage (as so many of us did). 

Sadly, the bird had died while still young. She simply hadn’t known at the time that a 

sociable budgie can’t be kept by itself.  

 

Why is it that in Germany today, budgies are almost never kept anymore without a partner? 

Why don’t we hang plastic birds and mirrors in their aviaries anymore? It’s because the pet 

trade has been working with animal protection organisations for decades to educate, 

explain and show the right way to do things.  

 

Animal lovers want the best for their pets. That’s why we should exert a positive influence 

on pet-owner demand, in the interest of pet-keeping practices that are consistent with 

animal protection.  

Speaking now as a specialised dealer in pets and pet products – a trade show like Interzoo 

offers us a wonderful opportunity to put our own product range to the test. We’re here to 

draw inspiration from the latest goods and services available from all over the world, and to 

evaluate them. Of course, in doing that we’ll be guided by whether the innovations have a 

chance in the market. But most of all, let’s also think about whether these products enhance 

our pets’ well-being. Our pets will reward us for that concern a thousand fold. 

 

In that spirit, I wish you an exciting and successful visit to Interzoo! 

 


